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without making them a short exhortation, in order
to inspire them with horror for the vices to which
they have most inclination, or to strengthen them in
the practice of some virtue.

After Mass, I Catechize the children and the young
people; a great number of older persons are present,
and answer with docility to the questions which I
ask them. The remainder of the morning, until
noon, is devoted to all those who have anything to
tell me. At that time they come in crowds, to
reveal to me their griefs and anxieties, or to tell me
the causes of complaint which they have against
their tribesmen, or to consult me about their mar-
riages or their other private affairs. I must instruct
some, and console others; reéstablish peace in
disunited families, and calm troubled consciences;
and correct a few others with reprimands, mingled
with gentleness and charity,—in fine, send them all
away content, as far as I can.

In the afternoon, I visit the sick and go to the
cabins of those who have need of special instruction.
If they are holding a council, which often happens
among the Savages, they send one of the chiefs of
the meeting, who begs me to be present at their
deliberations. I go immediately to the place where
the council is in session. If I think that they are
taking a wise course, I approve it; if, on the
contrary, I find anything amiss in their decision, I
declare my own opinion, which I support with a few
sound reasons and they conform to it. My advice
always determines their decisions. I am invited
even to their feasts. Each guest brings a dish of
wood or of bark; I bless the food; then the prepared
portion is placed upon each dish. The distribution



